
It’s almost time!  Please read this to your team as you travel! 

Ms. Crissi’s Phone Number.  Please feel free to contact us.  Text is always best.   
(251) 458-6111 is Ms. Criss’s number. 
Packing List and Itinerary are attached.  Please make sure to use it to create your own family 
version.  Please refer to packing list to see what shirt to wear which day for all of us to match 
and be easily identifiable! 
Road Trip Packets.  We have packets of information including hotel information, a fun Scavenger 
Hunt, Road Trip Games, Itinerary, Packing List, Your Shirts, Your Order Information, a Sharpie for 
Autographs and Some Extra Goodies. 
Online Hotel Checkin. Save yourself some time and hassle with the Online Checkin.  https://
disneyworld.disney.go.com/faq/online-check-in/ you should be able to use your magic bands 
that were mailed to you. 
Scavenger Hunt.  This is a fun way to do things and help with the wait as well as the drive down.  
Plus it helps you connect with your team and many of the other schools.  I encourage you to work 
as a family.   

Please Discuss These Things With Your Tribe!   
Be Considerate.  As cool as it is to see some of the professionals just hanging out, be aware that 
they are there to compete.  They need to be focused.  Ask a parent if it looks like a good time to 
approach them for a selfie.  If they have their headphones in, it is not the right time.  If they are 
obviously practicing or warming up, it’s not the right time.  Many are very eager and excited to 
greet the up and coming competitors.  But make sure it’s the right time and that you’re not 
disturbing them.  
Be Respectful.  You may know some of the competitors or even their instructors or other 
celebrities through social media, etc.  Please be sure to use Mr. or Ms. when addressing them, 
even if you know their first name.  They encounter many people throughout their tournaments and 
someone who treats them with respect and admiration rather than as a friend is remembered 
fondly.  Don’t be the annoying kid.  They may or may not recognize you, be sure to introduce 
yourself with humility and respect. 
Be patient.  It is likely the ring times are not exact.  They don’t know what technical difficulties 
may arise, nor how many people are actually signed up for that division.  Also, each of the judges 
is a VOLUNTEER.  They are doing their best, but because many parents take out their frustrations 
on them, many people do not volunteer to judge.  Please represent our school well and don’t be 
the angry parent.  This is a fun activity, enjoy being around your team at Disney! 
Be kind.  Encourage others, meet people in your ring. 
Be gracious.  The judges are human, have different views, opinions, thoughts, etc.  Do not 
question the judges nor complain about their scoring. 
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Enjoy the experience.  Being at a large tournament is an amazing experience to see the 
professionals we look up to and learn from perform, make mistakes, encourage each other, 
celebrate with each other and so much more.  Make sure you get around to other rings to see this.  
It’s so inspirational.  We watched all levels compete and it was just incredible.  I can’t say enough 
good things about it!  With the right attitude, you, too, will have a great time.  Be sure to check 
out the Breaking Competition.  Meredith and her mom had a really great time and still talk about 
some of the competitors! 
Bring healthy snacks.  Pack a backpack with healthy snacks and water.  We struggled to find time 
to eat we were so enthralled with watching and there weren’t too many options besides the 
Pepper Market and the nasty $8 hotdogs in the back of the room. 
Food.  We are planning on packing fruit and yogurt and power bars as a breakfast option.  For 
lunch, we will probably get something in the food area to eat, then try to eat a good dinner before 
we rest.  I believe there are refrigerators in the rooms.   
Rest.  It’s so exciting to be there, rest when you can.  Get in some practice, but don’t burn out!  
Get a good night’s rest, get up early and be ready for the day.  Prepare your gear the night before 
so you’re not stressed in the morning.  It’s going to be hard to get to sleep after the excitement. 
Smile.  It takes more muscles to frown, so let those facial muscles relax into an awesome smile.  It 
improves your face value! 
Tournament Protocols.  There will likely be a table of judges and a scorekeeper with a television 
screen at each ring.  The ring had the division that was going on at the time.  As each division 
changed, there was a list of the competitors, which was randomized to an order.  After each 
performance, it switched to the next competitor.  They did not do the scoring until after all 
competitors had performed, then they lined up and had each competitor step out one at a time 
for their scores.  This was very efficient.  After all the scores are tallied and approved by the head 
judge, 1-4th places were awarded a slip of paper that they would then take to a designated room 
for their awards.  After the awards are given, don’t forget to shake the judges hands and 
congratulation the other competitors in your division!  Remember that not everyone will received 
an award.  Go for the experience and motivation!  There may or may not be participation awards. 
Registrations/Tickets/Night of Champions.  On Thursday, I will pick up our registration packets.  I 
will then sort them during the Paul Mitchell Experience.  If you are not attending Paul Mitchell, we 
will get together sometime after that.  I will have all of your spectator and competitor bands.  I will 
also have the US Open Tee if you ordered one.  You will likely need a printed copy of your tickets 
for the Night of Champions.  I will have it to include in your packet.  Please do not forget your 
packet of information! 
Have Fun!  This is an amazing experience, let’s all go with a bright, shiny, positive outlook and 
have a great time.  Take lots of pictures!  Share them with friends and family and make memories!  
You never know what amazing things can happen by taking a chance on stepping out of that 
comfort zone!  Be Good Finders in every situation!  
Thank You!  Thank you for being part of our dojo family and for taking the time to share in this 
experience with us.  We are very excited about this and want to make it as positive as possible.  
We are so blessed to share this time with you and honored that you would make it part of your 
summer!  Osu! #SCSDOJOFAMILY #SCSUSOPEN19 #SCSTOURNAMENTFAMILY


